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| our does of the Tove of Go p, (and we may 

truly lay it, for indeed the Love of God and the Fear 

of Go plate in Subſtance the ſame) that it is the fr | 
l great Commandment 3, which if we are careful od 
Keep according to its true and comprehenfive Meaning ' Mi 


4 


pe ſhall be deficient in no Part of Duty. 


> 4 * * * 


An e the Second, Branch of che Wiſe Father's Ad . 
Vite te his Son is alſo, gent tothe former, of the higheſt Wi 
_ Iinportance and of the neareſt-Concern, Fear the Ng: -H 
d Sen, fear thoa the Lord, and the Rig: By which is 
meant, that our next Care to that of, keeping. a good 
Conſcience towards G o , Thould'be that of behaving 
dur tives orderly and regularly in that Station which | 
Go bias phe'd us in of Subordination'2nd Subjection 
to thoſe Men that are ſet over us by GOD witha Power 
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45 en EY 75 2 2 6. not obey, 


4-A.\v | thou mult ſubmit; and chat not only becauſe thou = 
e help! it, but altho thou couldſt; if thou 
5 2 225 not do as he bids thee, thou m ſt taks, paticntly | 
„ E Puniſhment that is impos d * * for 97 Dit- 


« "obedience. .” ET | 


This! is the Duty of Subjects t to ele 8 
it is briefly taught in the Text, Fear the Ring: and 
more largely in other Places of Holy Scripture; as in 
E cle. VIII. 2. 1 counſel thee to. keep the ings C ommand- 

went, and that in regard of the Oath of Sd; in Row. 
1 « Kit. Let every Soul be Jules unto th Eligher. Powers; 
For there is no Power bat of GO p; the 5 be are 

ordeined of GO D, Whoſorver ;therefore.; reſeſteth the 
Deeoner, refiſteththe Ordinance God, aud ble thet. re- 
1 fit” ſhall receive to themſelves Dammat ion el herefore 
ve muſt needs be ſuljed not only for Wrath, but. allo for Con- 
| fſeience ſake; and in 1 Pet. ii. 13, Submit jour ſelves. to eve- 
ty Ordinance of Man, forthe Lord's ſake ; whether it be to 
the Ring as Supreme, or unt Governors as 65. ante them that 
are ſent. by him, for tbe ' Puniſoment of  EvihDoers, and 
for the Praiſe of them that 40 well. i For fo is the Will of 
Gov, that with wel-doing ge may put to Silence the Igno- 
8 fp of fooliſh ſh Men. 4s free, and not uſing. your Liber 
ty for 4 Cloke o of. Maliciouf) ſneſs, but 4s. 2 Servants of 
Ebriſt. Honowr all Men; Love the Brotherhood ; Fear 
80 D, Honour the King. JEM | This 
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them who have 55 ie 55 rity öf the 8 Kian | 
to. which th ey. b eng, g W. Wha tloever Name 1 — | 
they are calld; 3 that is, to che bene Fawer in what. : 
on ſoever it is lodg'd. by. the. Particular Conltirurion | 
Eo OY 
the Power; ag © APs A he, 3 cle I | 


tries there is, th 
Nay, there is indeed in 2 
dom gr Common . 
8808 ods 125 | 


Mona, # 


2 1 tis? 
that is 0 be ar 
on y Let in general the 
their Subjects, ang of Subjects 
it does got expreſly define. 
or Manner of. Go 


by. 


Government: as. 
41 Nations; but | 
that Form of - 


moſt ſuitable. to its own. particular Temper and Genius.“ 
heg any ſort of Government is ſet up and eſta. 
eing., 2 Was ſaid before,” in.every Form 5 
8 8 $19 yz; that, is, an Abſolute and | 

itrary Power lodg'd pmewhere or. other, either! in on. 
in more) it en commands. Obedience, AQ 


Only, wW 
bliſh'd, Ithere⸗ 


of Gaverament a 


land or 
forbids Reſiſtages to this 


mands n to 0 Us Ps 
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Caves 
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Bay: there is 1 
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"Ss by D, Gi here 7 no 12 Tom 57 Gon = - Pabers 
that be are ordained of Go 55 And it deckres; that they 
| that being plac'd in Subjection £6 this Power do malte 
2 Refftarice to it, reſiſt the Ordinance. of G0; b. and Pull 
retelde to themſetoes Damnation, 
And thus much of the Sons Bratich & the Wiſe 
Mas Advice to his Son; My Som, Fear thon the Hing. 


But before I conie to ſpeak of the h ird, Medd/c not with 


them that ave given to Cle, T thinkit may be of good 
Ve to make ſome brief Obſervations upon the Two 
former Branches of it, conſſcerd as given together in 
the fame Breath, as chnnected with each othef, as de- 
5 wad obe upon the dilter Hir the Lori, und th Kone. 
An Fug 
x, From the Order in which theſe Two Brad wes of 
bis Advice are plac d, Fear thou the Lord, and the King, 
it may be obſery'd, "that Gov is to be firſt fear u, then 
the King; orthar G 0 b is to be more feat d than the 
King; xt at no Powermpon't 
'- Laws: contrary to the Divine 


Laws, or to diſcharge | its 


Subjects from thoſe Obligations which were before laid 


upon them by the Law * G OD This is ſo evident, 
That the Apaftles when they ha 4 been . by the 
Jewiſh Sable, to forbear Preaching in the Name of 

. Seſus, Atts f iv. 16, 17. to do lieh 


feceiv'd a Command from G op, boldly appeal d even 


to the Council themſelves, to judge, and declare whether 


in ſuch Cafe their Order ought to be obey d; as knowing 
- that they themſelves would not dare to Brin that a Hu- 


Gov. V. 19. Peter ani John anſwered and ſaid unto 
them, Whether ir be right in the Sight of G o Þ, Fo rw 
n a . at” ge e. 
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rity to make 


they Had: before 


man Te could evacuate or ſet by à contrary Law of 


N "he Ne 8 1 
2 the Advice of Fearing ond” Obeying =. TO 
Kg being” immediately ſubjoin'd to that of Fea 205 


60 5, and Goth being given as it were in the ſane Breath 
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; o We ate t taught, 


Fear 12 Lord and rhe King, it ay de obſery d that 
our Hig heſt Obligation next ro that of Obeying G0 D, is 
to 1 and ſubmit our ſelves to thoſe Whom G or bas 
made His Heputies and Viceroys here upon Earch: And 
"this Is W ie wherein Exrthly Kings, the 
Sovereign Powers of every | State or Na 
2——By me . rule ; - ry we. 
are told, Prov. vill. 15, 16. The moſt High ruleth in the 


g " Kingdom. of Men, and giveth it to-whomſoever he will; 
Dan. iv. 32. And there is no Popes bt no. il. 1 


"of GoÞ; the Powers that le ate,ardained of G o b, ſays 


Saft.; And again, He is the Miniſter of Goo to „ 
for Good; He is the Minifter of G 0 Dy an Avenger": to ex- 
_" ecute Wrath upon him. that doth Evil. 


And from this Re- 


lation wherein the Supreme Powers. of every Nation doo 
ſtand to G ob, they themſelves are ſometimes in Serip- Exod axil. 
ture called Gods,” they are faid to judge wot for Man but 26 


for the Lord, and whe Judgment that they give is called, ; r nx. 


| 'G ov Julgment. Having therefore a {ort of 'God-like bent. 
"Power communicated'to them by Go p, tis but fit that 


next to & O pthey hould be had in the hi; gheſt Honour by 

: "bee Subjects, 'and that after the Gs Wy — rg the 
- Subjtts next b een Care ſhould be to beh | 

yes dutifully'to thoſe whom Go p has ſet over ther, i in 
order to preſerve Peace and Juſtice i in the World, Fear 


5 the Lord; und the Ning. "ts 373-688 JA: ; : 


P 1 be fureber ob 


ve Fremtbe Conne æion that is made 4 he Textbetwe 5 
dock Two Duties, the Fear of Go b and of the Ain ng, it tg 

ohle vd, and moſt certainly inferr%d,that 

epugnant and Contradictory, nay, chat 


* 2 Man 


ſiftent with eachother, | So that a good . 7 
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— anger themſelves. to ſuffer the a marry r e 
Lau Whichithey could mot with a good Conſtienge yield "1 
anattiveDbedic eto 2 till the King, that is, the So- 3 
verẽigu CI Power htiſt be feared and he is Heard and 6 
obe das much us in this Caſe he dught te be, When his +" 
Authority is not reſiſted, when ont of Conſcience. towards ' Pet, i Hes 35s 
Go n 1e. endare Grit, Hafferiig wong; tor (as thbe 
Apoſtlesfays) therennto artt me led Beranſe Chriſt, allo _ 4 
ſuffer di fur u 17 ork an Example lot we ſhould. fol- 
low bis Steps; and fo tr:the Will of Go p, that with wok 
dung ne . Pit to: 8 ilence the deere 4 Luis n. 


a ty N „ 1 fs 441-5. ; 3 
i ” dh What ay be funherobſery%,and. -Arg 
from the Connexion that ſeems: v6 


en 
theſe Two firſt Branches of the Wiſe Mans Adyses, 3 
My Fon, Fear thou the Lord, and the Ning, is this 3, Tha 
Religion towards Go p is "the beſt and ſureſt Ground of 
Loyalty and due Obedience to the King; He that fears 
FS Gen do, will alſo fear the King for Gos 
ſake, and becauſe G o b has commanded — oto do; his 
Lopalty will be a Part of his Religion; and he, for the _ 
ſame Reaſon for which he will be ever at all Loyal, 
will be always ſd; But be that hencurs his Prince upenn 
 any-othey Principle, will honour him no mote, nor no 
longer chan ele be nds his own: Lotereſt in ii; He 
flaatters mis King, Dur he is no true Friend to him; He 
ſerves him only for Reward, and will be as ready to be- 9 
tray as to T 2 whes he can get more V that . 1 


by the n UE SRL X00. OLA oro 2 5 5 
741 III. A wIcometo ſpeakof. the Third 8 * . | N . fy 
the-Wiſe Fathers Advice to his Son; Medale' not with  _ < 
them that: are given to Change. In Order tothe Explication IN 


of which it may be needful to enquire, 1. Who they are 
that may be ſaid to be. Hen to E OW" 26. 1 * * 5 
ie walt with ſuch Men. | ut 


2 - A 
— 4 
- 
Ys; 


3 "6 3 r Dt A 


n LAG nns I 


A bofore Ido hel things, Tekin A — = 


| good purpoſes) tale 8 
17 * . 3 ore Nele it Is that the Advire in the Text, 
i © mor to weddle with ſuch at are given mn Change,” is directed 
n ry 1 My Son, meddle not with them that are giuen to Change. 
03.4 And here it may be conſider'g, chat the Giver of this 
| ”" Advice was Ge o ashimfelf King over 1/r4c!, 
4 who had himſelf the whole Kingly: Power, in hom 
2 and without any Partner or Sharer in the Go. 
A vernment, the whole Sovereign Authority of the Na- 
Ws. tion, both Legiſlative and Executive, was lodg d; For 
=. this you know Was the Conſtitution among the . , 
the whole Sovereignty + was in the Ning alone; Counſel. 
lors he miglit have, bur they had no Share with him in 
tte Legiſlature, for it 'was at his free Election to take 
"7 their Advice or not; and what he enacted, Whether 
25 = with their Advice or wvirhout it, Was i Law. Such a 
> e Lſay, was Solomon; who gives chis Counſel, not 
| te meddle wich ſuch as are given to Change; and it is 
evident that he gives the Advice to bade not to him - 
ſelf; he gives it to lit Son, who was a Subject, not to 
himſelf, Who was an Abſolute aud 4 Sovereign Prince, 
Mug it to che ſuue Perſon whom, in the Clauſe jult 
before, he had commanded to fearthe King, rherefore to 
. be (are, not to the King himfelf 2 Lo ſuch-only as 
Were in Subje@ion to him. "Thc; 
And hat 1 argue and infer From: e this, that 
the Advice in the Text, not tobe given to Change, nor 
60 meddle with ſuch as ave givenco'Change, "the? as Matter 
of Pradence it may concern all; Ning as well as Feople, 
the Supteme Governors of 3 Naatio, as well as thoſe 


who are uw Government; Jet as d Matter of Duty it 
can and muſt 3 * NY as are in Weseler. | 


4 3207 N Ne 8 t 


The Su 21 Fe eee 


| cnt = Tay” c the Peoph pple and Subjects; © For 5 as 
255 "there "is no Power hut "God, 4 Sy 
Powers fur 6e ae" leet if God, "that is, tho the | 
Power Which they have is a Portion of tlie Divine Pow- 
er; yet there is ao one particular Form of Government 
that can truly be ſaid to be of Divide Inſtitution and 
N appointmegt all if rhere be lot, chen 'rhere is bo one 


 ter'd,” provide that they who make the Chatge” have 
ſuicient Authority to make it; anck ſufficient A urho- 
rity Ke or the. muß be allow d to have to make any füch 
Change or Alte ration in the Form and Manner of the 
3 Cent ene, Who has, of who have for the Tine be- 
ing the Supteme am Sovereign Authority in thar Nati- 
on Wherein fſuch Change is made; For the Sovereign 
Authority of every Stare or Nation (berker it be lodg d 
in One Hand, or in many) is, and in the Nature of the 
thing muſt needs de, Abſolute, "Valimited, and Uncon- - 
troufable: That Which is the Higheſt Authority in any - 
Nation, may do what it pleaſes; and becauſe it is the 
Higheſt upon Earth, can be accountable to none but 
| Gov for what it does. This Sovereign Authority there- 
fore, Fay, may make what Changes and Alterations it 
WW >. pleaſes i in the Frame and Conſtitution of the Govern- 
ment; and whatever Changes it makes, they are Law 
ful and Valid, provided that no Natural Right of any 
other Mau be thereby invaded and violated, 
Suppoliag therefore Government to be founded OY | 
_ nally*in_ the. Paternal or Patriarchal Right, yet if that 
ſingle Perſon in whom the whole Sovereign Power was 
 lbodgd by this Right, either to give Eaſt to himſelf, 
finding the Weight of the Government too heavy for - 
| himſelf to bear alone; or to give Eaſe to his People, find- 
| 18 — it is . — . and 13 
at 


TILE 2 


7 be chang'd and a. . N. . 


"The, e 


"i They, 1 to pe 8070000 17 Aid Sale W. 
Wes or for any .qther, good $ Pig 
bude le all think fit.to 
ſtance any, of .his:SlbjectSs; © Ten m his ft 
ing Council, a ec and nacti 2 5 — 55 
. without them, and tl ay ng Ack; 


. 
PM px 96F 


done without 
Bade EE Saito, 


ITY whole, | Co Ricuigr 0 eh * will 
bs lea Alec, and that which wa 


Sbeforc. an Abſolute, 
will thenceforward become a Limited or Mix'd Monar- 


chy z, and this Change in the 9 jo heing made 
Vi him that had the A Oey yall "be.Good and 
alid; neither will it be Lawful for him, to re: ume 2. 
gain, Without Conſent of this Council, chat Portion of 
5 be-Sovercignty which he bad before freely! parted with 
aud transferr'd to them. 3 | 
_ © Andif, the . being this Err. Ihe Sove- 
| reign Power for the Time being, that is this King with his 
Council mall both agree to make a further Alteration in 
it ; if they ſhall both agree to lay aſide their own Supe- 
riority, and to devolve the Sovereign Power that is then 
lodg'd in them on the People; N enach and de- 
9 5 that no Law ſhall be Good 48 d Valid, but what 
„ Majority of the Populace well agree to ; by . this, 
that Government, which was at firſt an Abſolute, and 
afterwards a Limited Monarchy, will become a perfect 
Commopweglet And after that they. ſhall. have thus 


1 85 d the whole Goverament upon the Peo is. and 
| 3 [ parted: pls 1. their, own Right xo.1t,; it. will 
= J Wy e to re- aſſume this Wer, any th erwi 


that by the 1 Gift as the People on whom they: had 
| lars . 
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And, on the other ſide, the Caſe will be exactly the 
fame, if it be ſuppoled, that the Right of Government 
was originally in the Peop'e ; for ſtill it will be capable 
of the like Changes and Alterations; the Sovereiguty 
(where ever it is lodg'd) may be alienated and parted 

with to others. If therefore the Sovereignty being (as 
is now ſuppos d) lodg'd in the People, they, finding 

the Inconveniences of Numerous Popular A ſſemblies, tall 
think fit to transfer this Power to ſome few Perſons de- 
legated and choſen by themſelves; from this time forward 

theſe Delegates or Repreſentatives of the People are the 

Supreme Power, and the People become meer Subjects to 

them, and may not forcibly take again to themſelvesthat 
Power which they have freely parted with. And a- 
gain, If this Repreſentative Body of the People, in 
which the Sovereignty will be then lodg'd, finding the 
Inconveniences of this ſort of Government, by Reaſon 
of the Factions they are ſubject to, ſhall think fit to 
make Choice of One fingle Perſon to preſide and mode - 
rate in their Aſſembly, with a Negative or a Caſting 
Vote, or with what further Degree of Power they ſhall - _.. 
think convenient to beſtow upon him: This is a farther 
Alteration of the Manner of the Government; becauſe, 
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R ure or give him whatever other Title they ſhall | 
think better. And if after this, finding Inconveniences 
| 1a this mix'd fort of Goverament, they in whom the 
Supreme Power is then lodg'd, that is, this King, or 
1 Duke (or Whatever elſe he is call d) with his Covacil 
bbr Parliament, ſhall both agree together to make a fur- 
ther Alteration in the Government: If they ſhall agree 
to transfer the whole Sovereignty to him, fn he f ſhall 
conſent to accept of it; and they do both by a ſolemn 
Act Decree and Ordain this Eſtabliſhment : that Go- 
vernment which was at firſt a Democracy, 'and after 
that a Mix'd Monarchy, will thenceforward become an 
b Abfolute Monarchy ; and any of all theſe: Changes 
Ws; A-j-43- or Alterations in che Form or Manner of Government, | 
_ being made WM ſuch as for the Time being were lawfully - 
poſſeſs d of the Sovereign Power, will be regularly 
made; and being once made, will be Valid and Bind. 
i Ing; And in whatſoever Hands the Sovereignty ſhall be 
1 : thus regularly plac'd, it cawt be regularly taken from 
1 thence again but by his or their own Ceſſion or Conſent. 
. K. . | Thus, I think it is evident that no Change or Altera- 
= *” ton of the Form of Government from one ſort to ano- 
| ther, is in it ſelf unlawful to be made, provided it be 
made by thoſe who have Power to make it; that is, by 
the Government it ſelf, T mean, by him or them who for 
| the Time being have the Sovereign Power in their 
Hands; becauſe (as I faid before) there is no one Sort 
1 or Form of Government that can truly be faid to be of 
. 1 Divine Inſtitution. The Power of Government indeed, 
F Weg * that is, the Power and Authority that Governors have, 
* viii. is from Gon, By me, lays he, ung Reign, and Princes 
10 b. wii decree Juſtice; and, there is mo Power but of Go p, ſays the 
BM Apoſtle ; but the Deſignation and Appointment of par- 
eic lar Perſons to the Adminiſtration af the Govern- 
I e 87-10 ons, 
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ment, this is Humane; and the Diſtribution of the Pow- | 


er of Government into One, or into more Hands, this | 1 5 
is likewiſe Humane: This is the Ordinance of Man only, 8 


and whatever is ordained by Man, is in its own Nature 


Alterable, and may at any Time be altered by the fame 


power that ordain'd it. I do not ſay it may bealter'd by the 
ſame Perſons that orda in d it, (for tis poſſible that by ſuch 
Ordinance the Power may be transferr'd from One Perſon 
to another, and what Power any Man has once given 
away from himſelf to another, he can't reclaim as in 
Right; he may receive it again as a Gift from him to 
whom he gave it, but he can't Challenge it again as his 
Due. I fay therefore, I do not affirm, that whatever has 
been ordain'd by Man, may be alter'd by the ſame Per- 
ſons that ordain'd it) I only affirm, that it may be alte- 
red by the fame Power that ordain'd it. I affirm, that 
the ſame Humane Power which has ſertl'd the Sovereign- 
ty in One Hand, may diſtribute it into ſeveral Hands; 
or if it has ſettFd'it in many Hands, it may take it thence 
and give it into One Hand; that ſame Humane Power 
which has made the Perſons of ſuch as have the Admi- 
niſtration of the Government Elective, may ordain that 
they ſhall be Succeſſive: That fame Humane Power that 
can ſettle a Crown in Entail, can'alfo cut off the Entail 
of a Crown; that ſame Humane Power that can ſettle 
the Succeſſion of a Crown unconditionally, may appoint 
Conditions, without performing which he that is next 
Heir in - Courſe ſhall not inherit: And whatever Eſta- 


bilſhment of the Government the Supreme and Sovereign 


Power of any Nation makes in One Age, the Supreme 
and Soveręign Power for the time being of the ſime Na- 


tion, may in the next Age make null and void. Fot the 


Supreme Power of every Nation, is, and muſt needs be 


in every Age lodg d ſome wher 
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or other, and the 
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* for the time being, may, for its own Time, make 


What Laws and Ordinances it {elf pleaſes, as to the'Settle- 
ment and Adminiſtration of the Government, which 


will be good Laws till they are repeaPd. But then the 
uſame Sovereign Power which has Authority to make a 
aw, has, and always muſt have as much Authority to 
repeal it; and no One Generation of Men can ever in 
ſuch why! aa fo bind the Hands, and reſtrain the Power 


of the Generations to come, but that they in their Time 
Will $264 75 ſame ſull Power to order Publick Affairs ac- 


cording to their own Liking, that the preſent Generation 
has. There being therefore no meer Humane Conſtitu- 
tion but what in its own Nature is alterable (and I now 
take it for granted, that the particular Form or Manner 


of any Government is a meer Humane Conſtitution) it 
plainly follows, that the Precept in the T ext, forbidding 
o Change, or, to meddle with thoſe that are given to Change, 


is not given to the Supreme Legiſlative Power, which 
may make what Changes in the Form of Government 


I thinks reaſonable ; but only to meer Subjects, whoſe 
Duty it is to be quiet, and to ſubmit to the Powers that 


be; and who will act out of their Sphere, and in a 


Matter above their Capacity, in caſe they ſhall take up- 


on them to unſettle that Form of Government, What - 


ever it is, that is already eſtabliſh'd, or to frame and ſet 
up a new One. 


The Supreme Legiſlative Power, SS lodg . 
is therefore no otherwiſe concern'd in this Precept, chan 
only as in a Matter of Prudence; z and ſo far indeed they 


are very nearly concern in it; it being rarely that 
any conſiderable Change can be made in the Form of a 


Government that has been long eſtabliſn'd, and under 


£47 which the Commonwealth has proſper d and flouriſh 'd, 
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the e An Alteration in the 8 be- 
ing like a Reparation in the Foundation of an Houſe, 
which if it be neceſſary to be made, muſt be made, and 3 
yet unleſs it be made very cautiouſly, can't be done 10 
without endangering the Downfal of the whole Fabrick. 
Whenever therefore the Supreme Power of any Nation 
undertakes to make; any Change in the Eftabliſh'd --+5 hs 
1 ht in Prudence to be: firſt very 
well Garisfy'd that ſuch-a- Change is neceſſary ;- and they 
ought likewiſe wiſely to foreſee all the Conſequences 
that may. probably follow from ſuch a Change, and tobe 
well aſſur'd, that e will be more Good than Hurt in! 
it: But when they are well ſatisfy d in this, they may | 
then, without any Breach of Duty or Juſtice, make ſuch 
Alterations therein as they judge needful; they do no 
more ways 9 full Power . Authority to do i as 
making ſuc ange, and it is the Duty of Subje 
to acquielce: 9 — Wiſdom of their Superiors. 225 ; 
And the Reaſon why I have now mention'd, and in- „„ 
ſiſted ſo largely upon this Point, is (as I have R 
hinted) not only in order to give you the true Meaning = 
(as T conceive) of this Precept, Meddle not with them =: 
that are given to Change; But likewiſe to give Eaſe ad © 
Satisfaction to the Conſtiences of Men, as-to-ſome Altera- | 
tions that have been lately made in the Government of 
our own Nation. 7 
For you all know . (J ſhall not need to tell you chat hhat 
the Supreme Legiſlative Power of this Nation, is by the 
Conſtitution lodg'd in the King or Queen for the time 
being, and in the Two Houſes of Parliament; that 
_ what is Enacted by their joint Authority, is a Law of the 
Land, and that nothing is a Law of the Land to which |. 
_ they do not all Three give their Conſent: And in this 
Ellential and moſt F 3 Conſtitution of the 


Government, | 


"5% 


— 


— 


The SuBJECTS Dux. -.. 


Government, there has not (Gon be thanked) been 


made, and I hope never will be made, any Change or 
Alteration. But as to the Succeſſion to the Crown, 
there have been of late made ſome very conſiderable . 


mitations; and well had it been for the Nation if the 


fame had been made an Hundred Years. ſooner. For 


whereas formerly the Crown deſcended of Courſe to 


the next in Blood, | without any Exception, Condition 
or Limitation; ; it is now limited to deſcend to the next 


Heir that is a Proteſtant; and thereby not only One 
Perſon in particular who is of uncertain Birth, but like. 


I. W. M. x 
Sef. 2. C. 2. 


wiſe ſeveral others of the Popiſh Religion, of Whoſe 
Legitimacy there has been no Doubt, ate debarr'd and 


xi. W. II. excluded from the Succeſſion; and-it is alſo declar d to be 


a Forfeiture: of the Crown, for any one that is poſſeſs d 
of it to be reconcil d to the Church of Rome, or to mar- 
ry with a Papiſt. oy 

Now this, you know, is what as ed us are 
ſtumbled at: Firſt, ſuch a Change, they think, ought not 
to have been made; -. and, ſecondly, now nannt it ts 


made, they think, it is Null and Iavaild. 


But the Grit of theſe is a Point which Ta amat Ga: 
no Ways concern'd. to enquire into; neither, 1 think, 


are you: They that have Power to make ſuch 2 Change 
are the beſt, they are indeed the only proper Judges of 


the Prudence, the Reaſon, the Necęſſity of it. 


All therefore that I am concern'd to do, in order to 


' give Eaſe and Satisfaction to the Conſciences of thoſe 
Subjects who have any Doubts or Scruples about the 


Matter, is only to ſnew, that they who made this Alte- 


ration as to the Succeſſion. of the Crown, had Power 


ſufficient to make it, and conſequently, that now it is 
made it is Valid and Binding; 10 that all thoſe who are 
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Office now are) that they do not believe, chat any Perſon 
hath now any Right or Title to che Crown of this Realm, 
otherwiſe than according to this Settlement of the Suc- 
ceſſion, may ſafely and with a good Coaleience make 
tho ODE HE PS rn IN. 
For this I take to be an undoubted Truth, that no Man | 
has a natural Right to any thing in this World more than |* 
to the Neceſlaries of Life: Whatever Right any Man has 
to Eſtate or Dignity, or Dominion, except only over the 
Fruit of his own Body, is meerly Humane; that is, tis a | 
Right that is given by the Law of the Land or the Con- 
ſtitution of the Realm; thus, That the Eldeſt Son ſhould 
inherit all his Father's real Eftate, is no Law of Nature, 
for by: Nature all his Children have Right alike; and 
even here with us, where this is the general Law of In- 
heritance, yet there are real Eſtates in ſome Places, that 
deſcend after another manner, all to the Younger Son, or 
to all Sons alike ; and in ſome other Countries perhaps, 
the whole real Eſtate of every Perſon, after the Deceaſe 
of the Poſſeſſor, may revert to the Crown from which 
it was granted, and the Exchequer or Publick Treaſury 
may be alſo the ſole Heir to his Perſonal Eſtate. And if 
no Man has a Natural Right to an Eſtate, much leſs can 
he have a Natural Right to Government, I mean, out of 
his own Family; "tis the Supreme Power of every Na- 
tion that gives this Right to whom it pleaſes, and in ſuch 
Manner as it pleaſes ; tis this Supreme Power of every Na- 
tion that eftabliſhes ia ſeveral Nations a different ſort of 
Government, and which in Monarchies makes the Crown 
of one Nation to be Elective, and of another Succeſſive z; _ 
and which in Hereditary Monarchies, excludes, in one 
Country, all the Females and their Iſſue, and, in ano- 
ther Country admits the next in Blood to inherit, whe- 
ther Male or Female, and in the ſame Proximity of 
Blood, prefers the Male befofe the Female. And I ne- 
1 V 5 ver. 
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; ver yet heard it offer'd to be proud, that any of theſe 
Conditions or Limitations. of Succeſſion: to a Crown, 
we.ere Breaches of a Law of Nature, -or: Violations of a 
A êé ( en 
No therefore, if this be true, That no Man has a 
Natural Right to the Government of a Ringdom, it] 


remains, that the only Right which any Perſon hath 
thereto, mult be a Legal Right, that is, ſuch a Right as 


_ . Right ever had they, or could they have but by Law, 
and the Law has now given chis Right from them to o- 
. thers; and the Supreme Legiſlative Power of the be 
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| N Porn — as much Power and = 

to grant this Right of Succeſſion to whom it will, as the 
ſame Legiſlative Power of the former Times . 

So that chiak 90. Perſon can now have any reaſonable 
Doubt of the Lawfülneſs of making this Declaration, 

which all in Places and Offices are Bound to make, un- 

leſs he doubts whether this laſt La w, fo limiting che Suc- | - 

ceflion; to. the-Crown, | a Law of. the Land.; that is, 


Was ad by the Supreme Legiſlative PO. 

er of the Nation, vis. the King and the Two Houſes of 

Parliament, in whom, according to our preſent Conſti- 
tution, the Supreme Legiſlative Power is moſt certainly 
lodg' d. And to him who has any Doubt in his Mind 
whether or no this be a Law of the Land, I have little 

to ſay but this, that if he himſelf dont remember the 
making of the Law, (which I ſuppoſe. moſt of us do) 
he may look into the Statute Book, and ſee if it be not 
there printed with the Reſt; or be may, if he haͤs 
ſtill a Mind to be more certain of it, ſearch the Records, 
and ſee if the Original Act be not there entted and kepftt. 
as one of the Laws and Statutes of this Realm. Or if 1 
this won't ſatisfie, I leave him to be told by the Law- 
ers (for tis not within my Profeſſion to tell him that) 
that according to the Conſtitution of our Government, 
as it now is, and as it has been for ſeveral Hundred Years - 
paſt, the King for the time being in Poſſeſſion of the 

Crown, and recogniz'd and acknowledg d by the States 4 
of the Realm, is (without further Enquiry into other _— 

Titles) Lawful and Rightful King, at leaft ſo far as 
that an AQ; of Parliament paſs d by him is a Good and 
Valid Law ; This I ſuppoſe the 1 will tell hin; 
this Pm ſure they muſt ſay, or elſe they mult grant that 
well nigh half the Statutes, not only of the preſent, but 
* GORE e according. to which they Plead, and 
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according to which the Civil Rights'of- rhe R 11 ate 
judicialiy determimd, are not good Laws ui Statutes. 
Thus, 1 thin 1 have made it àppDar, [thaEFhis Pre. 
cept, Meddle not with them that ire gi i Chinye, ' 
not teach the Duty of Sovereign Powers, wie ay La w- 
fully make What Changes and Alterations in the Frame 
and Conſtirurion of the Government the themſelves 
ink Bt; but only of Subjects, wholt-Dixy it is to be 
er and Contemted in their Statis a) ung 10 ſubtgit to 
that Form of Government which is 'etablifh'd, believ- 
ing as the Apoſtle teaclies) that chere Is #0 Pune but of 
 GoD, that the Powers that be ure v1dammed of GOD] that 
whoſoever reſifteth the Power, reſiheth the Osilinauce bf 
Gov, and. that he that reſt Jul 8 eker 
„„ e elk very btidhy to the 
Aftd no edtiie to ſpea 202 Two. 
Foints before propos d to be Kh to, in order to the 
Explication-6f the "Third und Laft Branch of 'the Wife 
Man's Advice to his Son, Medale nor with them that are 
gives to Change, vis enquire r. Who they are that 
may be- aid to be gives to Change; Aug, 2. What it 
r 
*. a hat 0 ” 10 
Change. e wy gh 
. Firn BF ah, W cri e wh de ler 
ie in chat State 6f Subſetion SHR Gb tas placd 
- them in, who think themſelves betrer-able to govern the 
Kingdom than thoſe ate in whoſe Hands Providence has 
depoſit ed this Care; For they whothave'thisConceit of 
- themſelves, and yet accorchns to the preſent Rſtabliſh- 
oy are never: like to be called to the Government, or 
to any Share of it, can't but wiſhthe Deſtruktion of the 
IE Eſtabhſhment, in Order to make Room for them- 
lres to come in. * thut Fyere' dude N the 4 


za 7 l 3 — — 1 
to ' $82, a, I would do dee o {aid Abſalom, 


12 . 4. lle thaught the Adminiſtr ation of the 
Sopernment net fa well manag d by his Father David 
as it would be by himſelf; and this fong Self- conceit 


naturally put him upon endeayguring. to Dethrone his 


Father, and to placs hipyſelf in his Room. 


* They may e ſaid to be oa Jo Change, 3 and 90 
ſufficiently hee chat they arg ſq, who. tho they do not 


expreſs ſuch an high Opinion of themſelves, yet are ever 


expreſſing a very low and mean Opinion of thoſe in 
whoſe Hands the Government is plac'd ; Who make it 
their Buſineſs to pry into, and enquire aut all the Over- 


_ fights or Miſcarriages of the preſent. Adminiſtration, 
(ag What G Government is there, or ever was there fo 
perfect, in which there have not been ſome Overſights 
"0 Miſcarriag ges?) who ſet themſelves to divulge and 


ſpread abroad [all the ill Things they know $f have heard 


"of concerning their Governors; ho on all Occaſion 
magnifie every little Failing, aggravate every ſmall Il MC 

carriage, judge af the Prudence of every Undertaking 
*> its Succels; and if any Enterpriſe that is taken in 
Hand miſcarries, will never ſuffer ſuch U nſueceſsſul· 
nels to be attributed to Chance, or Providence, or any 


other Cauſe, but either to groſs Ignorance or Unskiltul- 


neſs, or wilful Male- Adminiſtration. For to what Pur- 
poſe is all ſuch Talk, bur only to diſcontent Mens Minds, 
to render them uncaſie i in their Station, and to diſpole 
them to attempt a Revolution? They who allow them- 
ſelves to talk at this Rate, have, it may be, too much 
Wit to venture the Burning of their on Fingers; bi 


if they enn influence and perſwade others to it, chat Will 


anſwer their End as well. If they can but move others 
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to Mutiny and Sedition, they make no Doubt but Oey 
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fra Ard find good Fiſhing for themſelves 3 in * | 
Troubled Waters; and that if they can but influence the 
Ignorant, and eaſily Miſ-guided Multitude to pull others 
down, they ſhall afterwards be able with _ to ſet 
| themſclves up. RT; 
3. They may yet more truly be ſaid to bs vices to 
Change, at leaſt, they do more plainly ſnew themſelves 
to be ſo, who if they can find no Faults in the Admini- 
ſtration of Publick Affairs, do without Scruple make 
them; who ſet themſelves to Forge and Frame any Lies 
that may do Hurt concerning the Counſels, the Actions, 
or the Perſons of their Governors; in order to poſſeſs 
Mens Minds with unreaſonable Fears aud Jealouſies, 
thereby to render the Perſons of their Governors Odious, 
and their Government Weak and Precarious. Bur 
4. They eſpecially are moſt evidently givex 1s Change, 
or rather they are more Than given to it, they are actual · 
ly attempting it; who in Caſe of any, whether True 
or Suppos d, Diſorders State, go out of their own ay 
and Sphere to rectifie or redreſs them; and this they 
certainly do, who being meer Subjects, do uſe any other} 
Means to get their Grievances -Redrefs'd, than only 
Prayers and Tears. What Power they may exert for 
- this Purpole, wh have any Portion or Share of the Le- 
giſlature veſted in them, as with us, each Houſe b 
Parliament manifeſtly has, I will not take upon me to 
ſay; they know beſt the Extent of their own Fower, 
and upon what Occaſions, and in what Degrees it is ne- 
ceſſary or proper to exert it, in order to preſerve the Ba- 
lance fon is eſtabliſh'd by the "Conſtitution: But it is 
manifeſtly irregular for meer Private Subjects, to gather 
together in Tumults, or to break out into open Rebelli- 
on againſt the Sovereiga Power, on Pretence' of doing 
themlclves Right : Te 5 5 Advance towards 
: | * 
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Change, and in Probability (how Oppreſſive ſocver 
the preſent Government is) towards a Change much for 


the worſe: The Miſeries of Anarchy, Confuſion, and 
Civil War, being commonly much greater, and more 
univerſally felt, than the Miferies occafion'd by the Ty- 


ranny and Oppreſſion of any Government: 9555 
Theſe are ſuch as may be faid to be given to 
Change: Ads on as A , 


„ 


2. They who may truly be faid to meddle with thoſe 
' that are given to Change, are ſuch who give them any 


manner of Encouragement in this their Irregular. Pro- 
ceeding; that is, who gladly give ear to their Unchari- 
table, Malicious and. Falſe Reports; who love to hear 
the Government blacken'd and defam'd ; who are 


well-pleas'd that the Miſchief is done by other Hands, 


which they themſelves, for their own Safety ſake, 
were afraid to-undertake: They do give them ſt ill 
greater Encouragement , who ſuffer themſelves to be 


_ Cheated" into an Opinion of ſuch Mens Honefty, by 


the loud Pretences that they make of Zeal for Liber- 
ty and Religion; indeed, were it not for ſuch abu- 
ſed and milled People as theſe,” no Sedition would e- 
ver be very formidable. But they, above all, may 


moſt truly be ſaid to meddle with ſuch as are given to 


| Change, who join and take part with ſuch whoſe 
open Deſign it is, (no Matter upon what ſpecious Pre- 
tences) to diſſolve the preſent Government, and to ſet 


up a New One: They who do thus meddle with 


ſuch as are given. to Change, are no hit better than 


thoſe are whom they join with, and may juſtly eu- 
pect the ſame Reward; even that mention'd in tjge 
Verſe following the Text, Their Calamity fball riſe 


[uddenly, and who knoweth the Ruin of them: both. 
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I ſhall obſerve but one thing more concerning the Precept 
in the Text, I mean, the Two laſt Branches of it; Fear the 
King, and, Meudle not with them that are given to Change: 


and this I fall da, only in order to deduce one very juſt, 


the whole, and ſo conclude.  _ 


It is this; That theſe Two Branches of the Wiſe Man's 
Advice, as they are given to none but Subjects, (for the 
King himſelf is not to fear the King, and they who have 


the Power of the Government may lawfully, as I have ſhew- 


and I think alſo Uſeful, and very Seaſonable Inference from 


ed already, not only attempt, but make Changes in it, if 


they ſee Cauſe,) ſo they are plainly given to al! that are 
meer Subjects; and that whether the King be ſo good a 


King as they could wiſh for or no, or whether the Govern- 


ment be as gentle and perfect as it might be or not; For 


the Text takes no Notice of the Perſonal Qualifications of 
the King, neither of his Wiſdom and Vertue, nor of his 
Want of them, nor yet of the Excellencies or Imperfecti- 


ons of the Government; but it ſpeaks in general of any King 


for the time being, when it commands Subjects to fear their 


King; and it ſpeaks of any ſort or kind of Government, 
that for the time being is regularly Eſtabliſn'd, hen it for- 
bids the Subjects to meditate or endeavour the making Al- 
teration in it. Bonk WR wo be ARE go TEN 
Now if it be the Duty of Subjects to fear their King, e- 
ven tho' he be not ſo good an One as they could wiſh, and 
not to project or undertake to make any Change in the Go- 
vernment, even tho' it be for the better (for that to be ſure 
is what all ſuch Medlers do think, at leaſt, tis what they 


will not fail to give out); If it be the Duty of meer Sub- 


jects to take theſe Things as they find them, becauſe none 
can regularly go about even to reform the Government but 
the Sovereign Power, or at leaſt only ſuch Perſons as have 
ſdme Share of the Sovereigaty lodg'd in them; and then on- 
-ly according to that Meaſure thereof which they have, and 
within thoſe Bounds which are ſet to their Power by the 
Conſtitution; much rather are all meer Subjects bound, both 
in Duty and alſo in Intereſt, to Fear and Obey a Good and 


Gracious Sovereign, and not only to be Quiet and Content- 


— 
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"The rer Burr. 


N, 
n 
1 — 


. 7 „ too, if they have the Happines to = 


under a Government that can't be mended, a: Government 
that ſeems as Perfect as a Humane Conſtitution dan be. And 
is (G0 P be thanked!) is, in both theſe Reſpeds, wani- : 


feſtly dur Caſe at this preſent time. For, 


1. As to the Conſtiturion of our Government, "that i is cer- 


| tainly the beſt in the whole World: The Vropians would be 


hard put to it fo much as to imagine a better: Tis a Con- 5 
ſtitution wherein the Power of the Sword is fully lodgd in 
the Sovereign, and yet with all the Security that can be that 
it ſhall never be Mißusd; whereby the Rights and Preroga- 


tives of the Crown, and the Liberties and Properties of the 
People are with equal Care preſerr?d z wherein the Sovereign 
has all the Power that. can be to do Good, and none to do 


Hurt. In a word, it is a Conſtitution, during the Continu - 


ance whereof, the Pebple can newer de Enſtav'd and Ruin d 
but with their own. Cotiſeht, by Tentatives af their own 
Chooſing; and it may be reaſomibly hogs, that they will ne- 
ver be ' fooliſh: as to give their Donſent to their own De- 


ſtruction. And vet, 7 . 
2. If this might be eppes d we ſhould: renten be 


Efe Hrome} nt Rhin, having > 0D be thanked; and on this 
Day of ber Majeſty Happ ins the Crown we have, 
more eſpe ially, Nasen de thankful for it; having, I ay ) 
ſuch a ien now on the Throne, as migbt ſafely be 


Trufted with the higheſt and moſt unlimited ä 
becauſe we are morally aſſutꝰd, ſhe never would uſe them but 
to promote the Good and Welfare of her People. A QUEEN 


that is Intirely in the Intereſts of her People, and cant rea- 


ſonably be ſo much as ſuſpected to have any Intereſt of her 
own diſtinct from theirs. "A QUEEN, that has been re- 
markably careful about Matters of piety, and expreſid the 


moſt earneſt Deſire to tranſmit to Poſterity the ſame excel- 


lent Religion that is Eſtabliſh'd among us. A QUEEMN,, 


1 


that is ſo far from endeavouring to Enrich her Self: by the Ur 
Spoil of her SubjeQs, that Sbe has not only been beyond Ex-- | 


ample, Provident in the Management of the Publick Trea- 
ſure, but alſo as Frugal in Her own Expences as with Decency,. - 


; and with the Preſeryation of the ne of the Crows ſhe 1 0 
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